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1. The Trade Remedies Authority issued the Notification referred to above on 8th August 2024.

2. The Notification confirmed that parties are invited to comment on this proposed sample. This is the comment from Lubriage Ltd (trading as Mannol UK / Mannol UK & Ireland)

3. Lubriage Ltd understands that the purpose of this sample is to assess the injury of domestic UK producers of relevant goods, and that the very separate question of whether ‘dumping’ as defined in the relevant regulations is taking place is looked at separately.
4. Lubriage Ltd appreciates that the Trade Remedies Authority can only sample from those that responded to the investigation, and of those that responded it makes statistical sense to sample from those respondents with the largest volume. 
5. However Lubriage Ltd has already stated that they believe that the motivation for the reference in the first place is anti-competitive, and that bias in the sample will be inherent. Lubriage Ltd has been open in that it considers the approach to the authority to be targeted against its own business, and not the wider question of exports from the two separate jurisdictions listed in the originating documentation. See further section D6 of the Pre-Sampling Questionnaire filed by Lubriage Ltd. 
6. At section D6 of the Pre-Sampling Questionnaire filed by Lubriage Ltd Lubriage noted:

“Annex 1 shows an alleged UK demand (yellow highlights Column G) of 431,200 T. Lubriage Ltd are alleged to have imported 21542 T (Column D53) which is 4.99% not 10% as stated.”

7. Figures for ‘UK Demand’ and ‘UK Production’ are notoriously difficult to obtain. 

8. The self appointed trade group “The United Kingdom Lubricants Association” states that the total market volume for lubricants is 600,000 metric tonnes a year as at August 2022  (source  https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/633c0014d3bf7f187d0ddcb0/UK_Lubricants_Association.pdf).
9. Lubriage Ltd notes that the Trade Remedies Authority must also assess whether the dumping margin is over 5%. Given the significant absence of submissions from actual major players in the UK marketplace, and notwithstanding the primary position (which is reserved and maintained) that Lubriage Ltd submits dumping is not actually taking place, it is not clear that the de minimis level will be reached in any event. Of  course if dumping is found for only one product code from one country the relevant de minimis calculation would be further reduced.
10. In any event at C2 of their Pre-Sampling Questionnaire Lubriage Ltd confirmed that they import between 4,000,000 and 5,500,000 KG of product from Lithuania. On any analysis that level is below the de minimis.
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